AFTER MOTHER  INDIA

ceded and defended by most of those who have written
to confound Mother India. Unhappy India, one of the
seven volumes so written, in dealing with this subject
says:

Child marriage is beyond doubt having per-
nicious effects on the physique of Indians. . . .
The fact is that a devastating factor like child
marriage is seldom allowed by Society to go
altogether without counterbalancing safeguards.
In India this safeguard is provided in many of the
child-marrying castes by postponing the consum-
mation of marriage till a considerable period after
the marriage ceremony. Marriage thus becomes
a sort of betrothal and 'child marriage means only
child betrothal.1

But apart from the question as to whether or not it
is cruel to marry a girl before she has any idea what
the ceremony entails, a real difficulty, according to
some authorities, lies in keeping a man away from the
girl he has married, whatever her youth and unreadi-
ness, until she has reached puberty.

Dr. N. S. Phadke, an Indian who has studied eu-
genics in his own country, and who is now Professor
of Mental and Moral Philosophy at Rajaram College,
Kolhapur, presents this difficulty in his book, published
in 1927 : *It is well-nigh impossible to marry a girl
and then to keep her severely out of touch with her
husband.'2 Again, he says :

1 Unhappy India, Lajpat Rai, pp. 188-189.

2 Sex Problem in India, N. S. Phadke, M.A., with a foreword by
Margaret Sanger; Taraporevala, Sons and Company, Bombay,
1927, p. no.
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